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Portland Cement Testing

late V. D. de Michele in 1870. At the end of the longer arm
are two heavy weights; the shorter arm is connected to a
worm and quadrant by means of the clips holding the
briquette to be tested. On turning the handle of the machine,
a downward pull is transmitted through the briquette to
the shorter arm, which lifts the weights on the longer
arm, the tensile strain exerted depending on the height

FIG. 76.
to which they are raised. A loose pointer is attached
to the longer arm, and, by means of the scaled quad-
rant fixed in its path, indicates the strain at which the
briquette breaks. In applying the strain, the handle
should be turned steadily, without jerking, which would,
of course, exert an undue strain on the briquette and tend
to give a faulty result. Fourteen years later Mr Michele
patented the improved arrangement shown in fig. 77, by
which he dispenses with the worm handle and quadrant